
 

Practical Applications in the Classroom 
After reading the Adolescent Online Safety and Behavior Report, the application of the research to the classroom 

has both domain specific, and domain general components. The varied domain approach ensures that critical 

and shared learning objectives are addressed with each intervention, but it leaves room for some content 

flexibility. This flexibility is necessary to address the differing needs of specific groups within the general 

adolescent population (i.e. age, risk factors, level of education, and other environmental needs).  

The domain general elements provide a construct for the development of each intervention, and follow the 

linear approach as listed below: 

Part One: Identify Positive and Negative Behaviors Online 

Objective: Student’s work with educator to identify the differences between positive and negative 

behaviors online. 

How: Whole class discussion lead by educator, with the use of some activities to drive learning 

objectives. 

Questions to Ask:  

 What do people do online? 

 What is the internet used for? 

 What are some negative (or bad) things that people do online? 

Can positive and negative things happen in the same places on the internet? Or do they always 

happen in very different places?  

Cumulative Outcome: Students can identify the negative/risky decision and the possible outcomes that 

could follow. Students are able to make the connection between behavior and outcomes.  

Part Two: Identify Cause for Negative Behaviors Online 

Objective: Students work to identify why exactly people behave negatively online.   

How: Through the use of examples and questions found in the Op250 readings, this step will be 

entirely discussion-based.  

Questions to Ask: 

 Do people behave differently online than in real life? 

 Why do people behave differently online?  

What about the internet makes it easier to behave in certain ways? (Build upon previous 

question) 

Cumulative Outcome: Anonymity, invisibility, and other online disinhibition behaviors are all taught 

and explored with the students. These are understood as the why they behave the way they do. 



 

Part Three: Evidence that Negative Behaviors Online have Real Life Consequences 

Objective: Students realize and appreciate that risky online behavior can have consequences in the real 

world.  

How: Offer forward a short example of poor online behavior having consequences in the real world. 

Examples can be taken from a current news story or reintroduced from earlier discussion.  

Following this brief introduction, print out Operation250 Case Study: Grooming, and allow students to 

read in small groups and discuss questions at the end of the Reading.  

Questions to Ask: 

 1. Who is responsible for what happened to Breck (aside from Louis)? 

2. Was this incident preventable? If so, who could have prevented it? 

3. When should Breck have stopped his relationship with Louis? Was it ever alright for Breck 

to interact with Louis? 

4. Why did Breck choose to spend so much time with Louis, and less time with his real 

friends? 

Cumulative Outcome: Students identify the risks throughout the case study and are able to recognize 

that many people can play a role in fighting back on risks. 

Part Four: How Can We Protect One Another? 

Objective: Students recognize the role they play in protecting themselves and their friends from online 

dangers.  

How: Educator concludes by discussing highlights from the intervention and explains the critical role 

students play in preventing incidences such as the Grooming Case Study.  

Educator also addresses what resources exist for students who find themselves, or their friends, 

dealing with online safety issues. 

Questions to Ask:  

 Are any of us posed risk to being online? 

 What measures can we take to protect ourselves and our friends? 

 Can the online world be as dangerous as the real world? 

Cumulative Outcome: Students understand the causal relationship between negative behaviors online 

and negative outcomes in the real world. They understand that negative outcomes are not limited to 

grooming, but many other issues such as cyber bullying, and the dissemination of hateful material.  


