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TABLE TALKS   W H Y  A R E  T H E Y  D O I N G  I T ?

EVERYONE HAS THEIR OWN AGENDA
•  Every terrorist group has their own reasons to do what they’re doing. Each terrorist organization is 

hoping to achieve their own set of goals in hope to ultimately succeed and each of them varies in 
some way.

ETHNONATIONALIST
•  This kind of group has an agenda that are basically looking for land and trying to establish an ethnic 

homeland.

•  Some of these groups are fighting a government who controls the land they see is theirs, but their 
reason goes deep than land, but for the culture of it all as well.

•  One of the oldest and most infamous groups, the Irish Republican Army (IRA), have been fighting 
for the unified Irish culture that was split up in the early 1920’s.

LEFT-WING TERRORISM
•  These groups are often called communist movements, or Marxist groups. They believe that political 

systems are corrupt and they are being held down from different freedoms and equalities. 

•  These groups were very popular in the 50’s-70’s. Found throughout South America and the United 
States, they were trying to overthrow the government and implement a pure communist system, 
giving power to the people.

RIGHT-WING TERRORISM
 •  This kind of group of terrorism is very difficult to define but they tend to all involved nationalism, 

racism, and a desire for a strong federal government. 

•  They tend to commit acts of terrorism in order to make a policychange in the government or to 
recreate the relationship between the people and the government. 

QUESTION FOR YOU
Are riots that are pushing for a change, like those of the 60’s in the 
United States or even in the 90’s and today terrorist attacks??

QUESTION FOR YOU
In the Pacific North-West right now, there are groups that are seizing 
land and publically speaking against the government, how are we 
going to categorize this?
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RELIGIOUS TERRORISM
•  The type of terrorism that is covered by the media and known by the general public the most, 

religious terrorism takes different forms. What makes religious terrorism different from the other 
types of terrorist groups are that they believe they are acting in the name of God, making all their 
actions bigger than one’s self.

•  These groups are conducting these acts of violence because they believe that people who do not 
believe in their God and don’t believe their interpretation of the religious text are inhuman. 

•  There are countless numbers of religious terrorist groups outside of Islam, such as the Hand of God 
who are a Christian group in America who have attacked abortion clinics all over the country.

ISIS
•  As an extension to religious terrorism, it can be important to look at it in the scope of ISIS, who are 

ultimately trying to create a unified Muslim land that is center to their extremist teachings.

•  They want to kill all those who do not follow their narrow minded view of the Sunni-Muslim religion. 
Those who do not follow their interpretation of the Qu’ran and their ideology are considered as 
“infidels” and those who are infidels are to be killed.

•  The United States and other Western cultures are standing in the way of this “caliphate” or holy 
land, and the worst of infidels.

TABLE TALK TAKEAWAY
When understanding why terrorist groups do what they’re doing, it is important to look at 
the reasons why they came together in the first place. Ethnonationalist groups unified be-
cause they are searching for an ethnic homeland and the use of violence is with hope that 
change will come. When looking at religious, and specifically ISIS, they’re doing God’s work 
in their minds, and that separates them from those motives of those in secular terrorist 
groups. ISIS is attacking the USA and other Western nations because they are infidels, non 
believers, and standing directly in the way of creating an all Sunni-Muslim state.


