
 

 

 

 

What does this mean? 

 Right-wing extremism is rather hard to define. In fact, there are over 20 different definitions that have 
been used to describe “right-wing terrorism”. 

 The reason it is so hard to define is because right-wing terrorist groups have many different goals and 
ideologies. Many of the common themes revolve around xenophobia, racism, nationalism, and the desire 
of a strong state. 

 They're highly political, trying to reduce the role of the government or dealing with social issues, such as 
abortion and gun control. Their focus is often to protect the status quo of society. In this sense then, 
extreme right-wing groups are often opposed to change.  

Is it religious terrorism? Or a hate crime? What makes right-wing different? 

 There is also often a religious tone that goes along with right wing extremism.  
 These groups take a firm stance against things that aren't found in the Bible, such as homosexuality and 

abortions. 
 Such groups can also seek to establish Christian values as law. Some right-wing groups also target other 

religions, holding that they are at war with Christianity.  
 A common theme with right-wing extremism is that it can playing a mimicry role; looking like religious 

terrorism at times and acting like a hate crime. 

 What do you think? 

 If someone feels threatened by all Muslims, as if they are all threatening the person's society, leading 
 him to kill this Muslim, is that religious terrorism? Right-wing terrorism? Or a hate crime? 

Why haven't I heard about this kind of terrorism? 

 Before the San Bernardino and Orlando attacks in 2016, the death toll from Right Wing attacks was 
higher than any other kind of terrorism.  
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Did you know?  

18 of the 28 reported deadly homegrown terrorist attacks in the United States since 9/11 were done by right 
wing extremists? Think about this. Almost two thirds of all terrorist attacks in the United States have been 
committed by extreme-right wing offenders. Do you think this is reflected in the amount of attention they 
receive? 

Try it for yourself:  

Here is a little experiment. Ask 5 people you know (friends, family, even your teachers), what percentage of 
terrorist attacks are conducted by right-wing terrorist offenders. Do you think they will guess correctly? And 
if not, why do you think that is?  

Hate Crime or Terrorist Attack? 

 A point of contention throughout all research is if hate crimes are always terrorism, or if they have 
difference. An argument for them being the same is that the term "hate crime" is a political term, and 
the idea of calling crime terrorism scares law makers and police. Whereas the argument against this is 
that not all hate crimes are meant to have a wider change in society or politics, or even strike a wider 
employment of fear like many terrorism definitions suggest.  

 Groups like neo-Nazis, Aryan Nation, Ku Klux Klan, Army of God, and the Phineas Priesthood (who 
operated throughout the United States) all targeted different demographics of the population.  

 The birth of the Klan originated around the time of the first civil rights movement in this country in the 
mid to late 1800s with hopes of holding down the African American community and protecting American 
society from the danger they saw.  

 Their movement has been active for over a hundred and fifty years with hopes of returning American 
society to its pure form. Their way of doing this is by protecting the status quo, using violence against 
those they oppose. 

 The Klan has been very influential throughout the years and they're still active today, although not as 
centralized and strong as they once were.  

 A question for you 
 So it makes you think, were the actions of the Klan in the late 1800's acts of terrorism? Is it taught as 
 terrorism? 
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Skinhead Culture 

 There is a particular style that comes along with many far right groups. 
However this has recently changed. 

 Tattoos displaying different racist images and depictions are often found 
on their body. The most visual and symbolic of their wear are the green 
flight jackets and black Doc Martens (right). This is typically topped off 
with a shaved head to grade 0. 

 These are as much of a symbol to the group as a swastika.  
 Music also plays a massive role in their culture, where many of the 

meetings and networking done by the far-right groups are at black metal 
concerts, sometimes held at their compound and communities. 

 More recently, this style has moved closer to the look of soldiers, wearing armor and carrying weapons. 

Right Wing Terrorism: Do we know it when we see it?  

 As we have discussed, pinpointing right-wing terrorism is hard. 
Let's look at the Charlestown Church Shooting that happened in 
the summer of 2015. Dylann Roof killed 9 people when he walked 
into the church during a prayer service.  

 He immediately confessed to the shooting and said that he had 
hopes of beginning a race war. 

 What do you think?  

 While many people in media called this an act of terrorism, Roof was convicted on 33 hate crime 
 charges and not on any terrorism charges. Does this mean he was not a terrorist? What do you 
 think? 

Table Talk Takeaway 

Right wing terrorism is undoubtedly an issue, although nobody is quite sure what it looks like. All groups 
follow different norms and they all have different motives, whether it be religion, nationalism, or different 
political topics. They mimic hate crimes and religious terrorism, while also going unnoticed by many over 
time. The discussion of what is a hate crime and what is terrorism is one that will continue for years, however 
having these discussions more could lead us closer to an answer. 
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