
 

 

THEIMPORTANCE OF LAND 

 Throughout history, a large portion of war and violence between states can be drawn back to the 
desire for land.  

 The reason for the desire of this land can be quite different: fertile land for crops, resources that 
allow for better trade, to hold sovereign power over an area of people and territory. 

  A terrorist group's desire for land is an interesting and somewhat not well known phenomenon 

QUESTION FOR YOU 
What could be some reasons that a terrorist group would want land or a territory? 
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN "ETHNONATIONALIST"? 

 The desire for land is quite different than simply wanting resources. These groups are fighting for 
this land against the government because of their ideology, and/or ethnic community. 

 These ethnonationalist groups use violence against the government that controls them, and the 
desired territory with hopes that the government will eventually allow them to have the land. 

 Not just anyone can join these groups. Those who join are born into the ethnicity, therefore making 
them eligible to participate in this struggle. This keeps the members rather limited in diversity.  

THINK ABOUT THIS: Throughout one country, there can be many different cultures and ethnicities. A 
government controls a large area that has a clear boundary between the ethnicities within it. The government 
favors the masses, leaving a minority ethnic group in the corner of the country in a difficult situation. A group 
of extreme individuals decide to take up arms against the government to control their own territory. The 
people in that territory are then facing a decision to either continue to have their culture ignored and be 
marginalized by the government, or support a terrorist group that has your culture, ethnic background, and 
desires. 

WHO ARE THEY TARGETING AND WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

 The targets of terrorist groups can change and differ. Some have avoided humans, such as the leftist 
group The Weather Underground, while others seem to be targeting civilians only. 

 Ethnonationalist groups have made massive changes to the nature of terrorism with their tactics and 
targets. 

TABLE TALK ETHNONATIONALIST 
TERRORISM 
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Case Study 

The IRA in Ireland is well known for being one of the best bomb makers in the history of terrorism. They had 
connections to bomb makers around the world and also had unlikely connections. For example, the IRA and 
makers of pinball machines, although and unlikely combination, had connections. The triggers used in these 
machines were similar to those used in bombs, increasing the bomb making ability of the group. 

Another ethnonationalist group that changed terrorism was the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. The Tamil 
Tigers are known as the best suicide bombers in the history of terrorism. They viewed this tactic as a "smart 
bomb", controlled by humans with less of a risk of failure.  

QUESTION FOR YOU: 
Why might terrorist groups decide to target civilians other than the government entities themselves? Can 
you think of any costs or benefits? 
 
CHALLANGE OF COUNTERING THESE GROUPS 

 There is always an "other" to these groups. While there might be changes in government or in society, 
these groups will continue until ethnic independence is achieved.  

 Many of the efforts taken against these groups can further play into their hand. For example, the 
British military was sent to Ireland to attempt to settle down the protests and violence happening 
there. Soon enough, the military opened fire on a crowd, inciting the formation of the well known 
Provisional Irish Republican Army.  

OUTSIDE SUPPORT OF THE FIGHT ON THE INSIDE 

Diaspora: A scattered population who have origins in a smaller area somewhere else. 

 A diaspora in terrorism is something that spans across a few different forms of terrorism, however it 
resonates specifically with ethnonationalists. 

 In bars throughout areas like Boston and Philadelphia, you can find small cans on the bar that read 
"for the lads". These have been known to go back to support the IRA's fight.  

 Members of the ethnicity that are outside the border may be in a position to give support through 
different forms. What might these ways be? 

TABLE TALK TAKEAWAY: 

Ethnonationalist groups are grounded in the ethnicity that connects them. The social connection through 
religion, language, and culture drives these groups to engage in extreme activities against the government to 
force change. The ideology of these groups are rather shut off, only allowing a specific ethnic background to 
join and support the group, something that differs from the other terrorist groups.  
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