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ECOLOGY POLITICS AND TERRORISM 
 

 If we think back to our first Table Talk "What is terrorism?" you might remember that terrorism does not 
always involve the killing of civilians or "traditional" political issues. 

 To distinguish a terrorist attack, from other violent acts, there is the goal of furthering political or 
religious change. One political debate is the treatment of the environment and animals and there are 
extreme ideas linked to this topic. 

 The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) and Earth Liberation Front (ELF)spread their message against the 
general public through threats and destruction.Does this sound like a terrorist group now? 

 These two groups are the most common in this category in terrorism. Their goals are to stand up for the 
rights of those (the environment and animals) who are unable to.  

 
 DID YOU KNOW 

In 2003, ALF freed 10,000 minks from a fur farm in Sultan, Washington. The minks however had been 
domesticated for numerous generations and lacked the survival skills necessary to survive outside of 
the domestic environment. This led to many of the minks getting killed off by predators, hit by cars, 
and infesting the nearby town. Eventually the situation became so dire that a local man found his 
ducks, chickens, fish, and dog killed by several of the minks that had infested his property and was 
forced to kill the minks himself. Sometimes the goals and reality of terrorism do not align.  

 
ANIMAL TERRORISTS AND THEIR BELIEFS  
 Animal terrorist groups often justify their actions by claiming to fight against humans and businesses in 

society that unjustly threaten or violate animals' rights. 
 
 
The Animal Liberation Front’s (ALF) mission is “to effectively allocate resources (time and money) to end the 
property status of nonhuman animals” with the objective of the mission being "to abolish institutionalized 

animal exploitation because it assumes that animals are property”. 
 
 
QUESTION FOR YOU 
Can you think of any targets that would be popular for an animal terrorist group to target?  
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ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISTS AND THEIR BELIEFS  
 Environmental terrorist groups tend to center their efforts on the preservation and protection of the 

planet and fight against society’s negative effects on the environment. 
 The most common targets for these terror groups are automobiles (like a Hummer), houses under 

construction, and business properties; all of these symbolize how infrastructure and the human way of 
life are harming the planet. 

 Environmental terror groups often use arson, graffiti, and vandalism against their targets to spread their 
message. Does the use of graffiti and arson make sense in trying to promote the environment? How so or 
why not? 

 Several of these terror groups, such as the Earth Liberation Front (ELF),do not condone the injuring of 
humans, but are willing to attack symbols of human activity harmful to the planet. 

 
 DID YOU KNOW? 
 A few months after the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) announced its existence in October of 1996, it 
 declared its alliance with the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) as both groups had common goals in the 
 protection of the Earth and its wildlife. 
 
QUESTION FOR YOU 
What do you suppose are the benefits of committing an environmental attack if it is directly contradictory to 
a group’s overall goal? For example, the Earth Liberation Front put stakes in trees (which damage the trees) 
so that when loggers go to cut them down, their saws would hit the stake in the tree causing the saw chain to 
fly off possibly killing the loggers. 
 
PUBLIC IMAGE OF THESE GROUPS 
Animal and environmental terror groups often depict themselves in a 
positive manner such as them saving cute or injured animals in an 
effort to show the public that they are not as bad as they are often 
made out to be. 
 
A QUESTION FOR YOU 
How might public image of these groups be more or less important 
than for other terrorist groups? Are they widely seen as terrorists? 
 
TABLE TALK TAKE AWAY 
Animal and environmental terrorism is not as wide spread or well-known as other forms of terrorism but it 
manages to remain a danger to society due to the extremes these terror groups go to in order to spread their 
message. While many of these groups do not directly target civilians and do not strive towards injuring or 
killing people, they do carry out attacks that can lead to innocent civilians being negatively affected such as 
with the mink attacks and their infestation of the nearby town and farms. 


